WEST virginia legislature
2023 regular session
House Bill 2765
BY DELEGATES STEELE, BURKHAMMER, FOSTER, SMITH, HOLSTEIN, MAZZOCCHI, BUTLER AND BROOKS
[BY REQUEST]
[Introduced January 18, 2023; Referred to the Committee on Fire Departments and Emergency Medical Services then the Judiciary
A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §7-15-19; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §8-15-28; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §16-4C-25, all relating to authorizing certain first responders to carry firearms; authorizing supervising entities to authorize ambulance crew members, firefighters, rescue squad members and emergency service personnel to carry firearms; specifying the training required for such persons to be eligible to carry a firearm; and allowing for reimbursement for the cost of the training.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
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chapter 7. County commissions and officers.
aRTicle 15. emergency ambulance service act of 1975.
§7-15-19. Ambulance crew’s authority to carry firearm.
2

Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, an authority may authorize an emergency medical service member to carry a handgun in the course of performing his or her official duties, if the member has first successfully completed an initial firearms training course equivalent to that provided to officers attending the entry level law-enforcement certification course provided at the West Virginia State Police Academy, and thereafter successfully completes an annual firearms qualification course equivalent to that required of certified law-enforcement officers as established by legislative rule.
chapter 8. municipal corporations.
article 15. fire fighting; fire companies and departments; civil service for paid fire departments.
§8-15-28. Firefighters’ and rescue squad members’ authority to carry firearm.
Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, a department may authorize a firefighter or rescue squad member to carry a handgun in the course of performing his or her official duties, if the member has first successfully completed an initial firearms training course equivalent to that provided to officers attending the entry level law-enforcement certification course provided at the West Virginia State Police Academy, and thereafter successfully completes an annual firearms qualification course equivalent to that required of certified law-enforcement officers as established by legislative rule.
chapter 16. public health.
article 4c. emergency medical services act.
§16-4C-25. Emergency medical service personnel’s authority to carry firearm.
Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, an emergency medical service agency may authorize emergency medical service personnel to carry a handgun in the course of performing official duties, if that person has first successfully completed an initial firearms training course equivalent to that provided to officers attending the entry level law-enforcement certification course provided at the West Virginia State Police Academy, and thereafter successfully completes an annual firearms qualification course equivalent to that required of certified law-enforcement officers as established by legislative rule.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to authorize supervising entities to authorize ambulance crew members, firefighters, rescue squad members and emergency service personnel to carry firearms. It specifies the training required for them to be eligible to carry a firearm and allows them to be reimbursed for the cost of the training.
Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law, and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.

